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Talbot Cnmmumty Cnnﬂectmns board grows

Talbot Community Gonnections (TCC) recently increased its board to nine members. Pictured in the front row |
from left are new board members Hope Harrington and Kathleen Francis, president Ellen Kelley Smith, and cor- |
rasponding secratary Sally Vermilye. In the back row from laft are Willlam Banks, past presidant Nancy Wilson,
treasurer Joe Carrico, and vice president Ruth Sullivan. An all-volunteer organization, TCC is raising funds for
the Talbot County Department of Social Services to help fill gaps in state and federal funding to children, fam-
lies and vulnerable adults. TCC also raises funds to support the Talbot County Children's Advocacy Center at
the Memorial Hospital at Easton. For more information, visit www talbotcommunityconnections.org.
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Cub Scouts are top sellers; donate bicycle

Easton Cub Scout Pack 532 partnered with Talbot Community Connections with their
donation of a new bike. The pack earned the bike for being the top popcorn seller in the
Choptank District. One of the goals of TCC is to provide services to children in need.
Pictured with the scouts are Cubmaster Rick Shaw, and TCC board members Eaul].r
Vermilye, Nancy Wilson, and Ellen Kelley Smith. i
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Duck Duck Dash planned for Oxford Day April 26

Talbot County Department of Social Services Advisory Board Member Walda Dupriest, Talbot
Community Connections President Nancy Wilson, TCDSS Volunteer Coordinator Pat Murphy, and
Talbot Community Connections Vice President Ellen Smith plan the First Annual Duck Duck Dash for
Oxford Day on April 26, The Duck Duck Dash will be held at Causeway Park with ongoing races
between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m. The event will give children the opportunity to race plastic ducks and
win prizes. Funds raised will benefit the Talbot Children’s Advocacy Center (CAC) in the Pediatrics
Department at Memorial Hospital at Easton. For more information, go to talbotcommunityconnec
tions.org.
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The Talbot Optimists Club, held their monthly meeting with
featured speaker, Ellen Kelley Smith. As president of Talbot
Community Connections, she explained to the group how her
organization is the fundraising arm of the Talbot County Dept.
of Social Services, raising money to fill gaps in state and fed-
eral funding and thereby allowing the agency to provide more
services to Talbot County residents. She also discussed
TCC’s support of the Talbot County Children’s Advocacy
Center at the Memorial Hospital at Easton which provides a
multi-disciplinary response to allegations of child abuse.
Pictured at the end of the meeting are, from left, past presi-
dent Rick VanEmburgh, Vice President Gretchen Brandon,
Smith, and Optimist President Suzanne Jones.
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The Taltmt Cnunty Chllﬂl‘ﬂ'r‘lS Advocacy Center located at The Mernc:n.-al Hospital at East::n was the '
beneficiary of the 2005 spring fundraising campaign led by Talbot Community Connections. Pictured

from left are Jennifer Wright of the Talbot County Department of Social Services; Ruth Sullivan, dmerr '

tor of Patient/Family Advocacy for Shore Health System; Betsy Mason, medical director for the Chﬂ—
dren's Advocacy Center; Tina Baxter, member of the Ronald McDonald House Charities of BEIIImDFE;
board of directors; Nancy Wilson, president of Talbot Community Connections; Scott Patterson, Taibﬂl
County State’s Attorney; and ick Hoff, principle in the Hoff Companies. e
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reaches $15,000 fundraising g(]nal.,f_._.}j

EASTON — Talbot Community
Connections, the fundraising
arm of the Talbot County De-
partment of Social Services,
has achieved its 515,000 spring
appeal goal,

Donations were used to pur-
chase an upgraded audio-visual
system that records interviews
with child abuse victims treated
at the Talbot County Children's
Advocacy Center,

The Hoff Companies and

Ronald McDonald House Char-
ities of Baltimore gave a com-
bined donation of $10,000.
When Kenneth and Mary Hoff,
principles in the Hoff Compa-
nies, toured the Children’s Ad-
vocacy Center in April and saw
how the Center serves the com-
munity, they pledged $5,000.
The Hoffs, whose business in-
cludes seven McDonald's in
Maryland and Delaware, spon-
sored Talbot Community Con-

nections for a 55,000 grant from
Ronald McDonald House (,h*u - '_

ities of Baltimore.

Talbot Community Lu:meta-'

tions has launched its fall ap-

peal to support the Talbot _
County Department of Social
Services and winter emergency™
needs,

Donations may be sent to Tales"
bot Community Connections,

MD

PO Box 2615,
21601.

Easton,
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Group helps those who may not get state aid

By KM_H_-!‘_‘I'H E_I:-El:ll.mn
S1af Writer

EASTON — Talbot Community
Connections has helped countless
strugpling men, women and :::hil-
dren to get through tough times
over the last eight years and now
more than ever their services are
needed.

The fundraising arm of the Talbot
County Drepartment  Social
Services, TCC has three nain func-
tions: to fundraise for the Talbot
County  Department  Social
Services, to educate the public and
service workers about how to
enhance the safety of the couniv's
children and to promote the Talbot
County  Children's  Advocacy
Center.

Recently the number of individu-
als applying for aid through social
services has increased and so has
the number of people who for one
reason or another don't qualify. It
could be their age. or the amount
of money they make, but often
there are people who seem to have
a genuine need for temporary help
that would provide long-term sta-
hility.

“They jusi need a little hit of
money to get over a bump,” Nancy
Wilson, TCC board member and
past president said, “We're expect-

“They just need a little bit of money
to get over a bump. We're expecting
a lot of bumps in this economy.”

Nancy Wilson, Talbot Community Connections,
boand member and past president

ing a lot of bumps in this econo-
iy

The meney raised by TCC goes
toward items that typically are not
covered by the state budget and to
help those who apply for assistance
but do not qualify under state or
federal puidelines.

Since MNov. 1, TCC has raised
about 512,608 and the hoard is
completely volunteer so all of the
money goes 1o help Talbot County
residents.

Board members include Ruth
Sullivan, Laison to Shore Health
Systems, Sally Vermilve, Joseph
Carrico, CPA, William Banks,
Kathleen Francis, former Talbot
County Council member Hope
Harnngton and James O'Brien,

In 2008, TCC raised § 27.476.00
through three fundraisers and a
two-year pledge, The funds raized
helped roughly 137 children, fami-
lies and adultz to experience a

mare safe and secure environment.

Grants were made available to
several social services programs
including 54,000 for foster care,
55,000 for adult emerpency servic
es, 52,000 for local respite, 53,000
for family emergency granis amd
£1,000 for the fatherhood program;
a total of 515,000,

Each year, the nonprofit holds a
community program to address
child safety issues and there is a
different topic at each program, In
the past, programs have been held
featuring the Children's Advocacy
Center, children and internet safe-
tv, how poverty impacts the brain
and bullying.

This vear's program, presented by
Dr. Frank Kros, is entitled “The
saddest song: teens, suicide and
the developing brain” It will focus
on the latest research abouwt con-
nections to struggling children and
how their braing operate.

Recent advances in neurpscience,
are important for human services
emplovees, guidance counselors
and others who waork with children
to learn, said Social $er1.'|cn.
Director April Sharp.

“TCC tries to have an affordable’
oplion to train locally and the
Talbot Family \f'tm::rk offzet the,
cost with a training grant and'
Shore Health ‘wstemq hm; continue
ously offered su “ Board'
President Ellen Ke 51115!]1 Saiih. §

Kros is a carcer child advocate,
and is president of The Upside,
Down Organization and executive,
vice prezident of The Chllﬂl‘cn$
Guild, the largest private prmuder
of special education services in,
Maryland.

The program will be held from &
am. to 4 pum. March 27 at Kryatal,
Q. It is open to the public bt
geared toward those who work,
with children.

The registration fee is 575 and the
deadline to register is March 20.-
Contact Jeanne Bromwell at 410-
221-2600 ext, 108,

To donate, visit the TCC Web,
site  at vabaMMumtf
connections.org or :}-m;u!
esmith@goeaston.net. Dnnatiunaf
may be mailed to Talbot!
Comminilty Connections, PO ﬂncx"
2615, Easton, MDD 21601,
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